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PP submits PIN to 
National Authority (NA)

Project Participant (PP) prepares

1) Project Idea Note (PIN)
2) Project Design Document (PDD)

PP submits PDD to 
Operational Entity (OE)

NA assesses project against two criteria

1)  "voluntary" 
2)  "sustainable development"

NA  issues Letter of Approval (LoA) to PP

OE evaluates project against CDM 
guidelines

PP submits 
LoA to OE

OE submits 

1)   PDD
2) LoA

to CDM Executive Board (EB) for acceptance

PP carries 
out project

OE certifies 
emissions 
reduction

CDM EB issues  
CERs

DESIGN

VALIDATION / REGISTRATION

MONITORING

CERTIFICATION &
ISSUANCE

PDD prepared by: 
a) Project participant  

(internal expertise)
b)  Consultants
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Project 
participant (PP)

A private/public entity authorized by a Party to implement 
the CDM project.

Operational 
Entity (OE)

An entity designated by the CDM Executive Board to 
perform validation or verification and certification for the 
CDM project. 

National 
Authority (NA)

DNA issues letter of approval to PP confirming that:
a) Participation by host Party is voluntary
b) Project achieves sustainable development criteria

CDM Executive 
Board (CDM EB)

A board that supervises the CDM including the 
accreditation of operational entities. The board 
establishes committees, panels or working groups to 
assist it in the performance of its functions. 

Private consulting entities that may be engaged by 
project developers to prepare the Project Design 
Document 

Carbon 
Consultants 
aaaa


